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A Courageous Appeal From a Chinese Prison

“I'am thrown into this hell because the Guangdong authorities want to crush me spiritually and physically.
This is political retaliation and persecution.

Being in this critical situation, I have no choice but to appeal to you. [ strongly urge progressive forces the world over to
pay attenticn to human rights conditions in China, and to extend their assistance to the Chinese people who are in an
abyss of misery. I strongly appeal to international progressive organizations to urge the Guangdong authorities to cease
persecuting me politically.

[ understand that once my letter is published, I might be persecuted even more harshly. I'might even be killed.
But I have no choice!"

Chen Pokong
Political Prisoner

Guangzhou No. | Reeducation-Through-Labor Camp
Making Aruficial Flowers for Export to the U.S,

P.O. Box 361375, Milpitas, CA 95036-1375 USA
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ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS MADE BY CHINESE POLITICAL PRISONERS

A Chinese political prisoner, Chen Pokong, in a document smuggled out of a
re-education-through-labor (Laojiao) camp in southern China has provided evidence that artificial
flowers made by prisoners are being exported to the United States. His appeal is being released
following a four month investigation which included photographing the prison where Chen is being
held. '

This is the first time a known dissident and political prisoner has communicated with the
outside world about forced labor products being exported to the United States.

Chen, 30 years old, is a teacher and pro-democracy activist, who had previously served a
three year prison term for his activities in Guangzhou during the 1989 pro-democracy movement,
attached to his letter original labels the prisoners put on flowers. The three labels (See Appendix II)
are for "Silky Touch" flowers distributed by Ben Franklin Stores, Inc., Carol Stream, Mlinois; "Lady
Bug Collection" flowers for Universal Sun Ray of Springfield, Missouri; and another "Universal Sun
Ray-U.S. Flowers" label.

The Laogai Research Foundation purchased flowers with these labels on them at Ben
Franklin Stores in Pleasanton, California and Reno, Nevada. (See Appendix I)

A Universal Sun Ray employee, visited by a Foundation representative at the company’s
showroom in Springfield, confirmed that the company supplies Ben Franklin, Inc. with its artificial
flowers. Other large customers include Cotters, Inc., the parent of True Value Hardware stores; and
the Rag Shops, a New Jersey based craft store chain. The employee also advised us that Universal
Sun Ray provided Memorial Day flowers for sale at Wal-Mart stores in 1994. The Foundation has
no evidence that any of the customers, or Universal Sun Ray itself, is aware that Chinese prisoners
are involved in producing the flowers they sell.

It is illegal under U.S. law to import into the United States any product made in whole or in
part by convict for forced labor. ’



CHEN POKONG-POLITICAL PRISONER

Chen Pokong, also known as Chen Jingsong, was a young teacher in the economics
department of Zhongshan University, when he became involved in the pro-democracy movement
which swept China in 1989.

Chen was sentenced to a three year term for his "counterrevolutionary instigation" according
to a copy of a Guangdong People’s Court ruling on his appeal of his sentence which has been
obtained by the Laogai Research Foundation. (See Appendix V)

This document provides considerable detail on his arrest and the charges against him. Chen
was first arrested on August 2, 1989 although the Chinese say "detained for investigation." Seven
months later, on February 21, 1990 he was formally "arrested" and sentenced to three years
imprisonment on March 1, 1991 by the Guangdong People’s Municipality Intermediate Court.

Among Chen’s "crimes" were charges he "instigated" the following statements as wall
posters on the Zhongshan University campus: "Due to mishandling of the student movement, the
Party has lost all its credibility and prestige as a ruling party....Upon repeated consideration we have
decided to declare earnestly that we are withdrawing from the Communist Party and the Communist
Youth League....The bloody violence began in front of the monument of the people’s heroes...the
reactionary power has been revealed in its viciousness...undeniable proof of the communist power’s
bloody despotism...such a ruling party is hated by people the world over and is a shame for the
Chinese people.”

According to Chen, he completed his sentence and was released in July, 1992. He then
resumed his political activities which were "disseminating the ideas of democracy, creating
progressive publications and disseminating them." Fearing arrest, he fled to Hong Kong in early
August, 1993.

HONG KONG DENIES POLITICAL ASYLUM

After meeting with human rights activists in Hong Kong, Chen, following established
procedures, turned himself in to the Hong Kong authorities and applied for political asylum.

Despite having considerable documentation about his previous arrest, imprisonment, and
political activities, Chen’s application was denied and he was deported to China on September 1,
1993 where he was immediately taken into custody.

Original documents obtained by the Laogai Research Foundation confirm his detention (See
Appendix VI), and Chen’s smuggled letter states that two months later he was sentenced by the
Public Security Bureau to two years at the Guangzhou No. 1 Reeducation-Through-Labor camp.



CHEN’S APPEAL TO THE WORLD

Chen is an inmate at the Guangzhou No. 1 Reeducation-Through-Labor camp, a stone quarry
in Chini Town, Huaxian County. At the time his letter was smuggled out of the prison he was in
Company 9. Today he is believed to be in Company 6.

His appeal, addressed to the United Nations International Human Rights Organization (sic),
the Voice of America, and Asian Watch (sic), was passed on later to the Laogai Research
Foundation (See Appendix III), which possesses the original document.

He writes:

"I am thrown into this hell because the Guangdong authorities want to crush me
spiritually and physically. This is political retaliation and persecution.

""Being in this critical situation, I have no choice but to appeal to you. I strongly urge
progressive forces the world over to pay close attention to human rights conditions in China, and
to extend their assistance to the Chinese people who are in an abyss of misery. I strongly appeal
to international progressive organizations to urge the Guangdong authorities to cease persecufing
me politically.

"I understand that once my letter is published, I might be persecuted even more harshly. I
might even be killed. But I have no choice!"

TERROR, PRIVATION, AND SLAVE LABOR

Chen testifies that the inmates of the camp labor "over 14 hours a day" moving stones from
the quarry to the wharf and then onto a boat. After working all day they are forced to make artificial
flowers at night.

The only time off during the year is three days during the annual Spring Festival. If prisoners
do not meet their production quotas they have their sentences lengthened.

He tells of prisoners who worked too slowly being "brutally beating and misused (sic) by
supervisors and team leaders (themselves inmates)." "Inmates" he writes, "are often beaten until
they are bloodstained all over, collapse or lose consciousness."

"Several times I was beaten by the team leader," he says in his appeal, adding, "I am
constantly exposed to terror.” .

Other prisoners told him that before he arrived one inmate had been beaten to death.
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Privation in the camp is real. The food allotment is insufficient. "Every meal consists of
coarse rice and rotten vegetable leaves. Hardly can we see any grease. We have a little meat only
on major holidays."

Medical treatment appears to be non-existent. Chen tells of injured and sick prisoners being
forced to labor despite their infirmities. "Many inmates, including myself, their hands and feet
squashed by big stones, stained with blood and pus, have to labor as usual. As a consequence, many
inmates were crippled for life."

FORCED LABOR FLOWERS -- THE AMERICAN CONNECTION

. On a separate sheet of paper Chen placed the three labels mentioned in the beginning of this
report (See Appendix II).

The following is Chen'’s text on artificial flowers:

"The artificial flowers we make are for export. The trademarks are in English, the
prices in USD. Even the company commander and the quarry director said the flowers
are made in cooperation with a Hong Kong company that exports them. This is in
serious violence (sic) of international human rights norms, international law, even the
Chinese government’s law.

As a matter of fact, in the recent decade and more all products turned out by labor
reform and reeducation-through-labor and detention facilities in Guangdong Province
are almost exclusively for export (usually in cooperation with Hong Kong and Taiwan
companies). For instance, Huanghua Detention Center in Guangzhou, at least in 1989
when I was there and experienced everything myself, has been forcing detainees to
make artificial flowers, necklaces, jewelry (trademarks in English, prices in USD). This
can be testified to by anybody who was there, including Hong Kongers."

Two of the three labels are for Universal Sun Ray of Springfield, Missouri. According to
conversations with a company employee, Universal Sun Ray also imports flowers for Ben Franklin
Stores, Inc., the name on the third label attached on the flowers by prisoners in the camp.

On July 8 and August 28, 1994 the Laogai Research Foundation purchased flowers with
these three labels on them at two Ben Franklin stores in Pleasanton, CA and Reno, NV (See
Appendix I). ‘

Shipping records show Universal Sun Ray regularly receives substantial shipments of
artificial flowers from Hong Kong and China. The company’s showroom in Springfield has dozens
of different types of flowers on display, all those from Asia are marked "Made in China." Itis
believed the shipments indicating Hong Kong as the port of origin are in reality produced in China
and transported to Hong Kong by truck and loaded aboard ships destined for the United States.
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Universal Sun Ray receives imports from a number of Hong Kong based companies, but one
company appears to ship much more than the others. The names of these companies will be
provided to the U.S. Customs Service for investigation.

The Foundation has received no evidence that any officer or employee of Universal Sun Ray
has knowledge that some quantity of the flowers being manufactured for them are being made in
part at the Guangzhou No. 1 Reeducation-Through-Labor camp by Chen Pokong and other
prisoners. It is known, though, that at least one official of the company travels regularly to the
region on Universal Sun Ray business.

Chen Pokong states that the prisoners "make" the flowers, but does not describe in detail the
production process. Given that the prisoners work in the quarry and transport stones during the day,
the Laogai Research Foundation is presuming that the prisoners are used to assemble the flowers at
night. This would entail connecting the polyester/silk flowers to the plastic stems and folding the
self adhesive labels around the stem.

Production of the polyester/silk flower itself requires cutting machinery and workers with
some dexterity. The heavy work with stones during the day is not, in our view, conducive to manual
dexterity at night. Assembly, on the other hand, is much less difficult, although painful for the
prisoners at the end of a harsh day of quarry labor.

This analysis would also support the likelihood that the assembly in the prison is being
subcontracted by another facility, perhaps a legitimate artificial flower factory in the area.

While Chen’s evidence is the first of a political prisoner being forced to labor producing
artificial flowers for export to the U.S., it is not the first report of such flowers being made in the
prisons and detention centers in Guangdong Province. In 1990, Lai Dexiong, a police officer in
Shenzhen, escaped to Hong Kong after learning he was about to be arrested for helping student
Jeaders active during the Tiananmen Square demonstrations escape the country. Lai told of seeing
prisoners in 1987 in a number of detention centers and prisons making artificial flowers for export tor
England for Queen Elizabeth’s birthday celebration. At that time, his testimony was not taken
seriously.

REEDUCATION-THROUGH-LABOR (RTL)

The Chinese government does not consider Reeducation-Through-Labor (Laojiao) to be
judicial punishment, but rather "high level government disciplinary action." This means that
prisoners do not technically go through judicial procedures such as arrest, examination, or
sentencing, and therefore local public security bureaus (police) do not have to submit reports to the
courts or the Office of the Procuratorate.



But, arrest, detention, sentencing, and forced labor are part of the process, and the man or
woman subject to reeducation through labor is still an inmate in a prison, even if the Chinese
government and communist party choose not to call them prisons.

Chen makes this point clearly in his letter:

"Reeducation-through-labor is the darkest part of China’s current political system.
Ironically, RTL policy and regulations worked out by the Chinese government itself have
been altered beyond recognition in their practical implementation. According to RTL policy
and regulations RTL is lighter than LR (Labor Reform): inmates get their pay, have their
benefits and holidays, enjoy the right of correspondence, cultural, recreational and sports
activities, do not labor more than 8 hours daily, can visit their families on holidays, can be
bailed out for medical treatment, etc. In reality RTL is hell."

His description of terror, privation and forced labor testifies to the practice of
reeducation-through-labor rather than its supposed theory.



Receipts of Artificial Flowers
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T United Nations International Human Rights Organization
Voice of America
Asian Watch

From: CHEN Jingsong, Guangdong, China

I am CHEN lJingsong, alias CHEN Pokong, formerly teacher, department of economics,
Zhongshan University, Guangzhou. I was arrested as a "culprit" for participating, and leading,
in the pro-democracy movement in Guangdong area in 1989, and sentenced to 3-year
imprisonment on charges of "counterrevolutionary propaganda and instigation In July 1992,
upon completing my term, I was released. However, I continued engaging in political activities

- disseminating ideas of dcmocracy, creating progressive publications and disseminating them.
111 August 1993 I was again wanted by the authorities. I fled to Hong Kong and applied to the
Hong Kong government for political asylum, but to no avail. On September 1, 1993 I was

again arrested in Zhengcheng, Guangdong. 2 months later I was sent to reeducation through
labor for a duration of 2 years.

To vent their bitter hatred on me, the Guangdong authorities sent me to a most vicious
RTL -- Guangdong No. 1 RTL, Quarry 1, Company 9 in Chini Town, Hua County,
Guangdong Province, where I am engaged in long-hours and high-intensity slave labor.

Reeducation through labor is the darkest part of China’s current political system.
Ironically, RTL policy and regulations worked out by the Chinese government itself have been
altered beyond recognition in their practical implementation. According to RTL policy and
regulations RTL is lighter than LR (labor reform): inmates get their pays, have their benefits
and holidays, enjoy the right of correspondence, cultural, recreational and sports activities, do
not labor more than 8 hours daily, can visit their families on holidays, can be bailed for
medical treatment, etc. In reality, RTL is hell.

Here, we labor over 14 hours daily. In daytime, we transport stone materials on a
wharf and load them in boats. At night we make handicrafts: artificial flowers. On Sundays
and holidays we labor as usual (except for 3 days during the Spring Festival). We labor rain
or shine. Inmates are just tools of labor, by no means "trainees", as we are called.

Here, labor intensity is extremely high. "Production” quotas are heavy. Those who fail
to complete have their "points" reduced (i.e., their RTL duration lengthened). To complete
our quotas, we must often labor overtime, sometimes even through the night. Without the
discreet assistance from my fellow inmates, I would have to labor almost always through the
night. Inmates who labor slightly slower are brutally beaten and misused by supervisors and
team leaders (themselves inmates). Inmates are often beaten until they are blood-stained all
over, collapse or lose consciousness (shortly before I was sent here, one inmate was beaten to
death). Nobody would believe such cruelty and barbarity, should he not see all this with his
own eyes. Though discreetly taken care of by the company commander, several times I was
beaten by the team leader. I am constantly exposed to terror.

Living conditions here are harsh. Every meal consists of coarse rice and rotten
vegetable leaves. Hardly can we see any grease. We have a little bit meat only on major
holidays (Spring Festival, for instance). We make our own daily arrangements: bedding,
clothing, daily necessities, even medical treatment, which is a great burden for us.
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Inmates are seldom given leave when they are injured on the job or sick, to say nothing
of being bailed for medical treatment. Still, they have to labor. Many inmates, including
myself, their hands and feet squashed by big stones, stained with blood and pus, have to labor
as usual. As a consequence, many inmates were crippled for life.

There are almost no cultural, recreational and sports facilities. The only entertainment
is watching TV series for 1/2 or 1 hour in the evening when production quotas are not too
heavy. No books at all, very few newspapers, no broadcasts to listen in to. Complete cultaral
and press blockade. For me, there is something more: correspondence blockade, as I receive
and mail almost no letters.

The artificial flowers we make are for export. The trade marks are in English, the
prices in USD (see appendix). Even the company commander and the quarry director said the
flowers are made in cooperation with a Hong Kong company that exports them. This is in
serious violence of international human rights norms, international law, even the Chinese
~ government’s law.

As a matter of fact in the recent decade and more all products turned out by LR, RTL
and detention facilities in Guangdong Province are almost exclusively for export (usually in
cooperation with Hong Kong and Taiwan companies). For instance, Huanghua Detention
Center in Guangzhou, at least since 1989, when I was there and experienced everything myself,
has been forcing detamees to make artificial flowers, necklaces, jewelry (trade marks in
English, prices in USD). This can be testified to by anybody who was there, including Hong
Kongers. '

What [ testify to above is wanton trampling not only upon international human rights
norms, but upon basic humanitarian norms as well. Here in RTL, the concept of human
rights is zero! .

I am thrown into this hell because the Guangdong authorities want to crush me
spiritually and physically. This is political retaliation and persecution.

Being in this critical situation, I have no choice but to appeal to you. I strongly urge all
progressive forces the world over to pay close attention to human rights conditions in China,
to extend their assistance to the Chinese people who are in an abyss of misery. I strongly
appeal to international progressive organizations to urge the Guangdong authorities to cease
persecuting me politically!

I understand that once my letter is published, I might be persecuted even more harshly.
I might even be killed. But, I have no choice!

Thank you!

CHEN Pokong
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GUANGDONG PROVINCE HIGHER PEOPLE’S COURT

Criminal Ruling [1991] Yue-Fa-Xin-Shang-Zi #111

Name of appellant (accused in the first trial): CHEN Pokong, alias CHEN Jingsong. Sex:
male. Age: 27. Nationality: Han. Native place: Santai County, Sichuan Province. Profession:
teacher, Department of Economics, Zhongshan University. Residence: Room 318, Building 4,
West Quarter, Zhongshan University. Detained for investigation on August 2, 1989. Arrested
on February 21, 1990. Under custody.

On March 1, 1991, Guangzhou Municipality Intermediate People’s Court, Guangdong
Province sentenced the accused CHEN Pokong to 3-year imprisonment and deprivation of
political rights for a duration of 1 year on charges of counterrevolutionary instigation (verdict
[1991] Sui-Fa-Xin-Yi-Zi #51). CHEN, refusing to accept the verdict, appealed to this court.

In accordance with second-trial procedure prescribed by the Law of Criminal Suits of the
People’s Republic of China, this court formed a collegiate bench, which handled this case.

It has been found that in November 1987 the appellant CHEN Pokong discussed political
issues related to the path of China’s reforms with LIN XX, HUANG XX et al. in LIN XX
and others’ dormitories, Tongji University, Shanghai. Gradually, they came to agree on the
path of China’s "reforms", which is subdivided into 14 points: "intellectuals should infiltrate
armed forces"; "to organize armed forces single-handedly and stage an insurgence”; "to found
organizations and seek foreign intervention while pursuing studies abroad"; "to promote
workers movements with wave upon wave of students movements"; "skeleton members should
infiltrate circles of high-ranking officials through dating their daughters"; "to isolate the Center,
a part of provinces and regions should declare independence"... Part of the points were
disseminated among some Zhongshan University students during the turmoil in Guangzhou in
May 1989.

In May-June 1989, the appellant CHEN Pokong was named honorary chairman of the illegal
organization "association of patriotic Zhongshan University students". He actively organized
and plotted turmoil in Guangzhou area, founded "C.P.K. (his initials) manuscript center".
During that period CHEN Pokong dictated, and took part in the writing of, reactionary
articles "to workers", "to soldiers", ctc., which were mimeographed to instigate people masses’
grievances against the people’s government.

On June 4, 1989, the appellant CHEN Pokong wrote reactionary big-character posters
“withdraw-from-party-and-youth-league proposal’, "withdraw-from-party-and-youth-league
emergency action”, etc., at Zhongshan University. He instigated: "Duc to'mishandling of the
student movement by the party’s central committee and the state council, the party has lost all
its creditability and prestige as a ruling party. We have lost our basic credit in such a political
organization. Upon repeated considerations we have decided to declare eamnestly that we are
withdrawing from the communist party and the communist youth league." "The bloody
violence began in front of the monument of people’s heroes, ...the reactionary power has been
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revealed in its viciousness"; "undeniable proofs of the communist power’s bloody despotism";
"all communist party general secretaries are anti-party arch-villains, ...such a ruling party is
hated by the people the world over, and is a shame for the Chinese people". Carrying on
counterrevolutionary propaganda and instigation, he posted the posters in Zhongshan
University campus.

Facts of the crime committed by the appellant CHEN Pokong are testified to by witnesses’
testimonies, written testimonies and on-the-spot photos, which the appellant has admitted.

This court rules: The appellant CHEN Pokong, reactionary-minded, aimed at overthrowing the
dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist system, through dictating and wrniting big-
character posters, openly carried on counterrevolutionary propaganda and instigation. His
actions constitute counterrevolutionary propaganda and instigation crimes and should be
punished. The major facts stated in the original verdict are clear. Articles of the law are
applied correctly. The measurement of penalty is appropriate. The procedure of the trial
conforms with the law. Since the original verdict is lenient with the crimes and the attitude of
the accused towards admitting his crimes taken into consideration, the appellant CHEN
Pokong’s appeal for leniency is overruled. In compliance with Article 102, item 2 and

Article 52 of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China, this court rules as follows:

To overrule the appellation and maintain the original verdict.

This ruling is final.

Guangdong Province Higher People’s Court
First Criminal Court

Presiding Judge: LI Changgqi

Judge: TAN Fubao

Acting Judge: DAI Xiangjian

April 5, 1991

Secretary: ZHANG Ronan
Seal: Guangdong Province Higher People’s
Court

This is a true and complete copy of the oniginal document
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GUANGZHOU MUNICIPALITY BUREAU OF PUBLIC SECURITY

NOTICE ON DETENTION AND INVESTIGATION
Shui-Gong-Shou-Shen-Tong-Zi #008
September 1, 1993

Family member/s of CHEN Pokong

ATTN:
Kinder Garten, Tangjiuzhan, Majia Lane, Jinzhong Street, Mianyang City,

Address:
Sichuan Province

In compliance with the [1980] #56 Document of the State Council of the People’s Republic of

China, it has been decided that CHEN Pokong should be detained and investigated for
illegally crossing state borders. He is under custody at our bureau’s detention center.

Guangzhou Municipality Bureau of

Seal:
Public Security

(For families of detained and investigated personnel)
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GUANGDONG PROVINCE PEOPLE’S GOVERNMENT
REEDUCATION-THROUGH-LABOR ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF REEDUCATION THROUGH LABOR

[93] Shui-LAO-Teng-Zi #5435

ATTN: CHEN Yifu
In compliance with the "Decision on lssues of Reeducation Through Labor" of the State
Council, it has been decided that

Your son CHEN Jingsong is to be sent to reeducation through labor for a duration of 2 years
for illegally crossing state borders.

October 20, 1993

Seal: Guangdong Province People’s Govern-
ment Reeducation-Through-Labor
Administration Committee

(For families of reeducation-through-labor personnel)
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